THE EVENING STAR, SATURDAY, JANUARY 1, 1916

BLOOMINGDALE AND ECKINGTON CHURCHES
UAL UNION EVANGELISTIC MEETINGS

PLAN FOR

First Gatherings to Be Held in St. Paul's Methodist Episcopal Church South
on Monday and Tuesday Evenings.

ANN

e

REV. LOUIS RANDALL.

REV. I. 0. BAKER.

{

REYV. CHARLES E. FULTZ.

The annual union evangelistic meet-
ifngs of the Bloomingdale and Ecking-
ton churches—eight in all—will begin
Monday and continue for three weeks.
The opéning services Monday and
Tuesday will be held in St. Paul's M. |
“E. Church South, corner 2d and 5|
streets northwest. The ministers for

each service will not be announced in
advance of the meeting.

The meetings January 4, 5 and 6 will
be held in Bethany Baptist Church.

Other churches participating in the
meetings are Memorial United Brethren
Church, of which Rev. Charles E, Fultz
is the pastor; Eckington Presbrterian

Church, of which Rev. Henry E. Brun-
dage is the pastor; Rhode Island Ave-
nue Methodist Protestant Church, Rev.
Louis Randall, pastor: Church of the
Advent (Protestant Eplscopal), Rev. |
Edward M. Mott, rector; Lutheran|
Church of the Atonement; Rev. I O.
Haker, pastor, and Lincoln Road M. E.
Church, Rev. ;. A. Luttrell, pastor. The
services will begin at § o'clock.

FEAST OF HOLY

NAME.

Catholic Organizations to Observe Occasion at

Special Services to Be

lgnatius Smith, O. P.

Held Tomorrow—Rev.
, to Deliver Address

in Immaculate Conception Church.

Tomorrow the members of the Holy
Name Bociety throughout the country
will supplement their spiritual begin-
ning of 1916 by the obzervance of the
*“feast of the holy name of Jesus.”

In Washington the day will be
marked by solemn vespers in the Im-
‘maculate Conception Church at 7:30
pm., when Rev. P. C. Gavan of the
Shrine of the Sacred Heart, moderator
of the Washington branch of the so-
ciety, wlll officiate, assisted by Rev.
Francis McGraw of 8t. Stephen's
Church and Rev. F. Morris of St.
“Peter's Church. In the sanctuary will
“de the following spiritual directors,
—wvis:

Rev. Francis P. Donnelly, S. J., of St
Aloysius; Rev. Paul Griffith of §t. Au-
gustine’s, Rev. T. G. Smyth of St. Ann's,
Jiiev. N. De Carlo of Holy Rosary, Rev.
P. J. O'Connell of St. Vincent de Paul,
“Rev. F. Cahill of St. Joseph's, Rev. I.

“R. Roth of St. Mary's, Rev. F. A. Gaff-
‘Jney, O. P, of St. Dominic's, Rev. Eu-
«gene A. Hannan of St. Martin's, Rev.
.J. R Matthews of St. Cyprian’s, Mgr.
Thomas S. Lee of St. Matthew's, Rev,

“F. Whelan of the Soldiers’ Home, Rev.
. Walter Dailey of Holy Comforter,

: . Andrew J. Carey of Holy Name,!
Rev. Thomas D. Williems of St. An-!

“thony's, Chaplain T. P. O'Keefe of Fort
Myer, Va.; Rev, Michasl J, Riordan ond ,
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I His dlvine  neme, I pledge myself ¥ i e eni 3 (s
IRev. George A Bryant of the Immacu- | against perjury, hlannhemy.g profanity rIpJgf(:gk ?‘r;]fd r:-ﬁle“::ﬁoli;‘?;”{ge ’lcthu;';:::'ﬂ
I‘}ate Conception. =5 - antl obscene speech. Praised be the|directed by James Dunean, will render
The sermon on the “Holy Name of; name of God, and blessed be the name | Stern's Vespers, with Holden's “0 Sal- |
Jesus” will be delivered by Rev. Igna- | of His divine Son. now und forever. |utaris” and Verdussen's “Tantum
#ius Smith, O. P, of the College of lhéi The feast will also be celebrated | Ergo.”
e ——————————— e e —

Immacutate Coneception, Catholic Uni-
vers'ty of America, regarded as one of
the atlest spezkers in the Roman Cath-
olic Church.

Delegattions will assemble in many
parishes of the city and march in a
body to the Immaculate Conception
Church:

A special! and elaborate musical pro-
gram, under the direction of Harry
Wheaton Howard, will be rendered by
the choir, which will be augmented by
many prominent singers throughout
the city.

Solemn benediction of the blessed
sacrament will be given and the serv-
ices will close with the singing of
“Holy God, We Praise Thy Name,” by
the choir and the entire congregation.

The Holy Name Society has now at-
tained to great nwmerical proportions
throughout every section of the coun-
try. The men band themselves into an
organization. the members taking the
foliowing “Holy Name pledge,” viz:

“Hlessed be God, the Father, Son and
Holy Ghost! 1 profess publicly my be-
lief that our Lord Jesus Christ is the
Son of God, made man for the salva-
tion of mankind. I recognize His di-
vine authority, and believe that all
power on earth, civil and religious,
comes from H!m. All lawfully consti-
tuted authority I respect and promise
to obey. May the God of Juatice guide
the minds and uphold the hands of
those vested with Its power. May the
God of Might break asunder the honds
of those met together against the Lord
andl against Hiz Christ. In honor of

—
REV. IGNATIUS SMITH, 0. P.
with special devotion at the Holy

Name Church.

The senior choir, directed by Miss
Anna Doyle and accompanied by Mrs.
Charles Hughes, will repeat the music
rendered Christmas day—the *“Missa
Fro Pace,” La Hache, with Giorsa's
Sanctus and Benedictus, and “Jesu Re-
demptorem Omnium” at the offertory.
The soloists at this mass will he Misses
Colliere and Myers, Mrs. Arbello and
Messrs. Duncan, Irving, Berres, How-
€ll and Cunningham.

Musie appropriate to the feast will
be furnished at the % o'clock mass by
thz junior choir, accompanied by Miss
Marie R. Melling and directed by Miss

Christian Endeabor Bour “” ;

TOPIC:

WHAT IS CONSECRATION?
Mark, 12:25-24

By Harvey S. Irwin.
-~ True consecration is not a matter of
words. The mere saving, “I conse-
“grate myself to the service of God™
is not only useless, but sinful, if be-

_hind the words there be not action.
There Must be a definite purpose with

God's altar with the sincere prayer that
He accept our offering.

It is Important to know and under-
stand the spirit of consecration. Con-
tﬂidt:nl:e in God Is its basis and Inspira-

on.

“Blessed is that man that maketh the
Lord his trust,” said the psalmist.

There must be a conception of God's
wonderful and mereiful dealings with,
and of His generous thought toward,
men before the spirit of consecration
can be awakened.
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Consecration Spirit.

Unless we realize that God is worthy

knowledge of what is aimed at, and ;of all honor and all service we can have

knowledge of the resources upon which

t depends. It Involves definiteness and
eagerness. It is born, not of duty, but
of desire. True consccration means
complete purrender, not a partial offer-
ing of service.

“There is" In the words of J. Stuart
‘Holden, “a xreat deal of so ~alled
consecration today, which is after the
pattern of Apanias and Sapphira, who
brought a part and offered it as a

hole—und therein sinned to their own

estruction.”

The covenant of every nne mugt be in
terms of full surrender.

My whale thongh beoken heart,
m hencreforth 1 e thiue
And Lere | do my wow rocur
This hand, thess Wonlds, are mine:
All that [ Lave, without resorve,
I offer here 1o Thee:
Thy will and honor all shall serve
t Thou bestow'dst on tie,

To be a Christian inveolves consecra-
tion. The "con meaning together and
“sacer’ meaning sacred, so that in con-
secration there s the setting apart of
the body, mind and heart together, and
devoting them to sacred uses

* % *

Means of Approach.

In the early part of God's revelation
to man, in the book of Exodus, the call

€ Lord,

*

Yor conseeration s given in these
words:

“For Moses had said: Consecrate
yourselves today to the Lord, even

every man upon his son and upon his

brother; that he may bhestow upon you
a Dlessing this day.”

This meant A1l your hands to the Lord,
a8 signified in the offering of the ram
of consecration. In this ceremony some
part of the sacrifice was put into the
hands of Lhe person to he consecrated,
to denote his right to offer obiations to
God. Thus, in the teachings of the
ceremonial observances we learn that
the macrifice of consecration was a
necessary means of approach to God.
As It was under the Mosaic economy,
%0 It 1s now under the dispensation of
grace. There can be no acceptable ap-
proach to God without consecration. We
are required to offer our “bodles a liv-
'ing sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto
God”: and It is deciared that we are

through the offering of the
b? of Jesus Christ, once for all.”

e must be willlng to bring all to

V- .o -

[

|;1{? inclination to dedicate ourselves Lo
m.

We must know that reverence is due
before it can be given. We must un-
derstand, as David did, that “Many, O
Lord, my God, are Thy wonderful warks
}whivh Thou hast done, and Thy
|thoughts which are to us-ward. They
teannot be reckoned up in order-unto
| Thee; if I would declare and apeak of
| them they are more than can be num-
| bered.”

The reason for consecration is found
in the first and -great commandment,
“Theu shalt. love the Lord, thy God,
with all thy. heart and with all thy
soul and with all thy mind.”

E

Lesson of Weakness.

The observance of this command is

Iimpossible in an unconsecrated life,
jand the most devout and sincere
Christians realize that their consecra-
tion to God's service is very imperfect.
In the effort for consecration is* found
the source of strengih and the lesson
of weakness Iz learned as exXpressed
in the lines of Phoebe Carey:

Apd sometimes In my bouse of grief

For wwanents [ hinve come to stand
Where, in the sorrows an” me lald

I felt the chastening of tiod'= hand;
Then learncd T that the weikest obes

Are kept secorest from (ife's harms;
Amd that the tépder lawis wlone

Are carried in the Shepherd's arms,
And slitipg by the wayside bliod,

He is the nearest to the light
Who erfeth out most earnestly,

“Lord that 1 might recelve my sight.*

or blind they may be, and “His own"
are those who surrender themselves
into His keeping.

Many seem to regard the act of con-
gecration as a hard duty, involviag the
glving up of all the pleasures of life.

Christ did not so teach, When Peter
sald to Him, “Lo, we have left all and
have followed Thee” Jesus answered,
“Nerily, 1 say unto you, there is no
man that hath left house, or breth-
ern, or sieters, or father, or mother, or
wife, or children, or lands for My
sake and the gospel's hut he shall re-
ceive an hundred fold now In this
time, houses and brethern and sisters
and mothers and children and lands
with persecutions, and in the world to
come eternal life.”

- & W b

Loss and Gain.
For all that is glven up for Christ's

God cares for His own, however !eehlal

A NEW YEAR GREETING.

“Beloved! 1 wish that
thou mayest prosper in all
things and be in health even
in the measure that thy soul
prospers.”"—St. John, 3:2.

New Year greeting sent to the
communicants of All Souls' Me-
morial Episcopal Church by the
rector, Rev. Dr. J. Macbride Ster-
rett. |

fold in this time and in the world to
come eternal life. Surely that ig guf-
ficient to make up for all losses.

What we are required to give up is
for our own advantage, hence conse-
cration to Christ's service Is not a hard-
ship, but a privilege and blessing both
here and hereafter.

Consecration is not simply an act: it
is a Jife. 1t is "not wrapping one's gelf
in a holy web in the sanctuary and then
coming forth after prayer and twilight
meditation and saying: ‘There, I am
consecrated.” Consecratlion is one go-
ing into the world where God is and
using every power for His glory. It
is simply vedleating one's lfe in its
whole flow to God's service.”

* k. & ok

Personal.

Consecration is personal. It means
more than the offering of all porses-
slons whether great or small. A forel-
ble illustratign of this is given In the
story told of a missionary and a proud
and powerful Indian chief. The chief
wias convicted of sin and was seeking
pardon and peace. He approached the
missionary and proffered his belt of
| wampum to be freed from his burden
of sin,

“No,” Baid the missionary, “that is
not the sacrifice that Christ will ac-
cept.”

The Indian departed, but soon re-
turned, offering his rifle and the skins
he had taken in hunting.

“No,” wus the reply; “"Christ cannot
accept such a sacrifice.”

Agaln the Indian went away and re-
turned with a troubled countenance,
and offered his wigwam, wife, child and
gverything he had for peace and par-

on.
“No,” was atlll the reply; “that is
not what Christ requires of you.”"

The chief was deeply oppressed with
surprise for a moment, then, lifting up
tearful eyes to the face of the mission-

ary, he feelingly cried out: ‘“FHere,
Lord, take poor Indian, too."
It Is not the wampum belt of the red

man, nor the girdle of wealth of the
white man; it I8 not the wigwam and
Ko:sessluna of the red man, nor the
ouses and lands of the white man; but
it Is the life itself with all its belong-
ings that constitutes an offering of
consecration on God's altar.

“Take poor Indlan, t00,” was the ex-
pression of g:rsonal consecratien, and
so it must with all of us, to say
“Take poor white man, too,” for all are
equally poor in the sense of needing

TENTH ANNIVERSARY OF REV.
G. A. MILLER'S LOCAL PASTORATE

Paator of Ninth Street Chrisiian Church to Observe

Occasion Tomorrow at Morning
Service.

Rev. George A. Miller will begin the
tenth year of his ministry with the
Nigth Street Christian Church tomor-
row.

At this service he will review the
nine vears' work and have a special
message for the membership of the
church. All the members are especial-
ly urged to be present.

During the present
work of this church, it {s said, has
been very prosperous. During the nine
vears 1,077 persons have united with
the congregation, making 2 present
membership of 1,300. The Sunday
school has doubled both in enrollment
and attendance, having now an enroll-

pastorate the

ment of 1,200 in all departments and
an average attendance during the past
yor= of 665,

The church supports a missionary in
Africa and one In the home land. Dur-
ing the present pastorate a mortgage
indebtedness of $15,000 on the church
building has been entirely paid off and
three residences to the.west of the
church, facing on D street, have been
purchased and $1.200 paid on these. In
the spring these will be torn down and
a modern Sunday school building erect-
ed at a cost of about $25,000.

At the night service the pastor will
continue the series of sermons on
“First Century Christianity,” the sub-
ject of the sermon being “The Power of
Memory.” The ordinance of baptism
will be administered at the close of the
evening sermon.

SPECIAL MASS FOR

DELEGATES

TO PAN-AMERICAN CONGRESS

morrow at

Bishop Charles Warren Currier to Preach Sermon
at Service in St. Patrick's Church To-

11 O'Clock.

A solemn high mass will be celebrated
in St. Patrick’s Church tomorrow at
11 a.m, for delegates to the Pan-Amer-
ican Secientific Congress. The celebrant
of the mass will be Rev. James A.
Smyth, assisted by two members of
Holy Cross Community, from the col-
lege at the Cathollc University of
America.

In the sanctuary will be Mgr. William
T. Russell, Rev. John M. McNamara,
Rev. Thomas E. McGuigan and Rev.
Martin Egan.

The sermon will be preached in Span-
ish by Rt. Rev. Charles Warren Cur-
rier, D. D., formerly Bishop of Matan-
zas, Cuba.

The Christmas decorations will be left
in place, added to which will be the
flags of the various South and Cen-
tral American republics intertwined
with the Stars and Stripes.

The entire center aisle of the church
will be reserved for the delegates and
their friends.

The music will be rendered by the
two choirs, with organ and full or-
chestral accompaniment. The sanctu-
ary choir will be under the direction
of R. Mills Sllby and the mixed choir
under Miss Jennie Glennan.

The program will be as follows: In-

troitus, Gregorian, sanctuary choir;
“Kyrie" and *"“Gloria,” Haydn No. 1,
mixed choir; graduale, Falsibodone,

sanctuary choir; “Alleluia,” Gregorian,
sanctuary choir; “Veni Creator,” Men-
delssohn, sanctuary choir; “Credo ex
Missa Papae,” Marcelli-Palestrina,
sanctuary choeir; offertorium, Gregorian,
sanctuary choir; offertory motet,
“Adeste Fideles,” Nowvello, both choirs;
“Sanctus,’” “Benedictus"” and “Agnus
Del,” Haydn No. 1, mixed choir; com-
munion, Gregorian, sanctuary choir;
recessional, "“Te Deum Laudamus,”
grand chorus.

NEW YEAR CHURCH NOTES.

The Sunday school of the Petworth
Baptist Church gave its annual Christ-
mas entertainment in the church build-
ing at 7th and Randolph streets north-
west Tuesday evening. A playlet, with
John C. Smith in the leading role as
the always popular Santa and James
L. Jones as Jack Frost, was the prin-
cipal item on the program, but this
was supplémented by a number of reci-
tations by children of the primary de-
partment of the school. The orchestra
furnished music for the occasjon.

Miss Mary Wright, superintendent of
the primary department, arranged and
directed the entertainment under the
general supervision of Mr. HL:.:‘E:: su-

of the school. 8. Veer-
l[':gzifm::l::lﬁted at the plano. At the
concluston of the entertainment Santa
distributed presents to all members of
m’i‘l:: hﬂghﬁere:-eanat‘ tagtefully decorated
for the occasion, a committee composed
of Messrs. William Miller, Arthur Og-
den and George R. Shields having
charge of this work.

* % ¥ %

Rev. R. R. Reidel will preach at both

the morning and evening services of the

Petworth® Baptist Church tomorrow. He

has heen heard here n number of times

before, and has many friends in Petworth.
: *x % k %

tertainment will be given at the Keller
Memorial Lutheran Sunday school hogse
Tuesday evening.

The :uppei' will be given by the Reds to
the Blues as the result of a membership
contest inaugurnted October 17. AB a re-
sult of-the contest the attendance in the
class has nearly doubled, the average at-
tendance for eleven Supdays being Afty-
gix. Paul B. Gable is the captain of the
Reds and C. E. Fogle of the Blues.

‘Addresses will be delivered by Maj. R.
W. Pullman, superintendent of police, and
Rev. L. F. -Zinkhan, superintendent of the
‘Washington asylum and jail .

* * % ¥

The Young Women's Christian As-
sociation: has the weekly veaper serv-
jee tomorrow at 4:30 pm, Henry E.
Jackson of Washington will speak on
the  topic “Free Trade In Friemiship.
Music will be under the direction of
Miss Julla Huggins. Mrs. Frank G.
Wilkins wlll conduct the vesper serv-
jce. Miss Ruth H. Olmsted will be the
secretary presiding for the afternoon.

Tuesdays in January at 4:45 p.m. Mrs.
D. E. Wiber, study class secretary of
the woman's board of home misslons,
will conduct classes to discuss the'fal-
lowing subjects: "A Call to Armn.”
“Enlisting and Training for Bervice,
“A Ministry of Love,” “The Gospel of
Peace.” These classes will meet at the

., W. C. A. and are planned to suit
the convenience.of those who are un-
able to- attend the morning sessions
held Fridays. 3

v % % *

At Grace Reformed Church the pas-
tor, Rev. Henry H. Ranck,' preaches in
the morning 6n 4 -theme which dwell-
ers in large cities, it is sald, may “:all
consider—"Enemies  of the I:;ome'-——
and in the evening the New Year ser-
mon-on “A,Happy New Year' Friday
evening at 7 o'clock services prepara-
tory. to . the hply communion, which
will be celebrated the following Sun-
day, will be held. B £

# % k % I

Gurley Memorial Presbyterian con-
gregation Sunday celebrated the sec-
ond . anniversary of Its meeting to-
gether as pastor and people. During
the two years' pastorate of Rev. Ber-
nard Braskamp the church has had a
remarkabla growth, 231 new members
having been recelved into (ts' commu-
nion and feMowship, bringing 'the total
membership up to more than 400.

The Sunday school began with an en-
rollment of forty and now hus a meém-
bership of 410, Thanksgiving day the
copgregation celebrated the first. an-
niverpary of its meeting in the new
building and the Thanksagiving day
offering amounted to $3,200.

The distinguishing characteristic

An informal supper, music by the Red |
and Biue quartet and other forms of en-:

about this large number of accessions
is that .90 per cent of those who have
been received on sprofession of faith
have been adults.

A A

Rev. Charles C. McLean, who is serv-
ing his first year as the pastor of
Douglas Memorial M. E. Church, began
revival services with the watch night
meeting held in the church last even-
Ing. These meetings will be held every
night in the week with the exception
of * Saturday. A large chorus choir
and well known soloists will furnish
the music. .

At 3:30 o'clock last night the Ep-
worth League of the church conducted
o sacred song serviece in the church
auditorium under the direction of Mel-
vin B. Lederer, the first vice president
of the league. S. M. droft, the sec-
retary of the gospel mission and also

delivered the lesson for the evening.
This service was followed by a so:zial
hour.

At 11 o'clock Dr. McLean started his
revival services.

Monday the primary department held
its apnual Christmas service, which
was well attended by the parents and
children. The afternoon of Tuesday
the beginners’ department held its
party, which was enjoyed by a host
of the younger ones of the school
‘Fuesday night the junior, intermediate
and senifor departments of the school
conducted a cantata entitled “Santa’s
Advance Man,” under the
of Edwird (. Boss, the chorister of
the school, which wag attended by 55t
persons.

* F k%
The Brightwood Park Epworth
League held its Christmas servize

| Bunday nighl. George L. Connor, first
{ vice president, had charge of the meet-
{ing. The room was appropriately dec-
orated. with holly, and a beautiful tree
w3s loaded with candy canes, which
later in the evenlng were given to
those present.

As a rtesult of a contest for new
members.by the cabinet officers, with
Miss Genevieve Smith, George L. Con-
nor and Wilbur Griffts on one side and
Miss Mabel Sands, W. B.- Wilson and
J. L, lerickson. as opponents, twenty-
five persons were taken into full mem-
bership by Charles F. Linger, president,
and Hev. Charles 5. Cole, pastor. The
new members were given a reception
by the entire cabinet.

A prize was given to Mrs. Cole,
teacher of the Sunday school class,
awarded for conducting the best meet-
ing in the conteat between four of
the clisges in the Sunday school which
led meetings.

* k% ¥

A two-act comedy entitled “A Per-
plexing Situation” was presented by
members of the Christian Endeavor
Society of the New York Avenue Prea-
byterian Churech in the Sunday school
room 'of the church Tuesday evening,
under the* direction of Miss Marie
Knapp. The stage -managers were
Alexanqler Davidaon and Harry Wood-
ard,"while the following were members
of the cast: Walter Taylor, Miss Lurine

Keler, 'Mr. -Donahay, Miss Dorothy
Knapp. Migs Evelyn Finch, Miss Elea-
nor !Irelan. Mtss Merrial Keller, Miss

Florencé Thiel. William Fagleton, Miss
Porothy Keys, Willlam Gatchel, Charles
Cook, Theodore. Brown, Miss Constance
Adams, Miss Maria Davidson, Miss Mae
Montjoy and Herbert Davidson.

* * ¥ %

Rev. Dr. Charles E. Fultz, in his Sun-
day evening stereopticon lecture in
Memorial United Brethren Church to-
morrow. is to discuss “The Life of
Mosges."”

The services begin at 7:30 o'clock
and large attendances are coming out
each Sunday evening. amiliar hymns
are sung during the services and a spe-
clal invitation I8 extended by Dr. Fultz
to all ‘noén-chirch goers. -

A * ¥k %

The Sibley Hospital Gulld has
pledged $3,500 for improvements at the
institution, and fo raise this fund a
series of lyncheons is to be given at
old Masonic Temple Thursday, Friday
and Saturday.

emblem of the Christian’'s consecrated
heart:

“Travelers have said” he declared,
“that they have discovered gardens of
Solomon, which were of old inclosed
as private places, wherein the king
walked In solitude; and they have also
found wells of & 'most deliciously cold
water, dexterously covered so that'mo
person unacquainted with the stone.in
the wall, which elither revolved or slid
away with a touch, could have found
the entrance to the spring. At the foot
of some lofty range of mountains a
reservolr received the cooling streams
which flowed from melted snows. This
reservoir was carefully guarded and
shut out from all common entranece in
order that the kinf alone might enter
there and might refresh himself during
the scorching heats. ; :

“Such is the Chrigtian's heart. It is a
spring shut up, a fountain sealed, &
gard reserved for Jesus only. ‘O
come, Great King,.and enjoy. Thy .pos-

sake  they -shall - recelve -an- hundred

-

pardon and E;:c!,u Y
Spurgceon s given us a beautiful

sessions, . v o * -
"Consedration méana all_ Tor Christ, |

and to attain full etature of Christian
lliro the dedication of self must be en-
tire. - .

There are no promises for half-heart-
ed smervice.

Half way toward Christ is no way.
Take my life and-let it be
* Cobgecrated,. Lord, to Thee. -
Take my moments and my days;
Let them figw in ceaseless praise,

Tuke my voice and let -me sing
Always ooly for my Klog.

Take my lips and let them be
Filled with messages from Thee.

Take my silver and my gold,

Not a mite woald I withhold,
Take my Intellect and use
Every . power as Thou sbalt choose.

Take my will and make it Thine;
t.shall be'no longer mine.
' Take my heart. it s Thine own;
"7 Xt suall be Thy royal throne. "

Buperintendent of the Sunday school,

leadership |

THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES.

BY REV. DR. WILLIAM H. BATES.
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BLACK SEA

SCENE OF THE PLANTING AND TRAINING OF THE

APOSTOLIC CHURCH.

The twenty-eight chapters that con-
stitute the book naturally fall into two
parta—the first comprising twelve
chapters and the second the remaining
sixteen chapters.

The first part groups itself around
Peter as the central tigure and has for
its subject the planting and extension
of the Christian church among the
Jews, the center of operations being at
Jerusalem. The second part groups It-
self around Paul as the central figure,
the center of operations being changed
from Jerusalem to Antioch in a Gentile
country.

Such, in bold outline, are the divi-
sions of the bhook, though there may be
a little in either part that does not pre-
cisely conform to this statement. The
contents may be further seen in the
following formal analysis:

a year of study in the Old Tes

enlarged view of the separate
as Sunday school lessons.

With the new year 1916 the Sunday schools return from

New Testament, beginning with the Acts of the Apostles.
A conspectus of the whole book will be helpful in giving an

tament to a year's study in the

passages that may be studied

1(1) The miracle performed (lii.l-
11).

(2)2 Peter's pungent speech (1li.12-

(3) Arrest of Peter and John (iv.

-4).
(4) Their arraignment (iv.5-7), de-
fense (1v.8-12) and release (iv.
\ 13-22).
(5) The apostles among their own
people (iv.23-30).
5. The Church Adjusting Itself to Vari-
ous Quertions. (iv.31-vi.g).

(1) His
(ix.1-9)

(2) His baptism (ix.10-19).

(2) His preaching Christ endangers
his life (Ix.20-31).

(4) He heals a paralytic (ix.32-35)
:;ul raiscs Dorcas to life (ix.36-

¥

Restrictive Limitations Removed:

(1) The vision of Cornelius the
centurion (x.1-85),

{2) Peter's trance at Joppa (x.9-16).

(3) Reception of the messenger

conviction and changas

6.

(1) To finance (Iv.31-v.16). from Cornelins (x.17-23).
Al (2) To the constituted authorities (4) Peter's visit to and reception
L The Church in Jerusalem (Chapter (v.12-42). by Cornelius (x.24-33).
1-vil: (3) To diviston of labor—the dia- (S}Cl’etelq‘s aalal;:s: at the house of
: i conate chose vi.l-8). ornelius (x.34-43).

L1 Introduction to the Book (i.1-3.) i The e Chie e, aetemas (6) The outpouring of the Holy
2. The Antecedents of the Founding of (vil.1-53) and death of Stephen Spirit and the baptism of Corne-
the Church (i.4-28): (vil.54-60). . ”J“:','t‘x.'“{‘:’ s : E
(1) The ascension (i.4-14). Peter's defease at Jerusalem of
(35 Chopslng au apostie (i 15-28). II. Extension of the Church Among :a;nhvc_-lgn}llcluu toward Cornelius
2. Founding and Endowing the Church the Jews (viii. 8ii). (8) Further diffusion of the gospel
—Pentecost (chapter, ii). 1 and the mission of DBarnabas

(15 Dhe Pentecostsl Miracie (H1:4). 1 CCnbral :persecutipn and scpitecing (x1.19-26),
2) The Different Impressions made of the church (vilL.1-4). (9) First eleemosynary mission in
(20 e 2. Philip preaches in Samaria (viil.G- the world, instituted by Chris-
(1i.5-13). el tiae 13). tlann:.-—-ﬂnrn.j:bus and Saul go to
() e O acod (14741, | 3. The visit of Peter and John to it e s ol
(5) The fellowship of the primitive Samaria (viii.14-25). (10) Martyrdom of James (xil.1-2),
church (ii.42-47). 4. Conversion and baptism of the imprisonment of Peter (xii.3-19)
4. First Miracle of Healing and What | _ Ethioplan eunoeh (vill.26-40). and death of Herod Agrippa

Came of It (ILiv.30): 5. Conversion and rezognition of Paul: (xii.20-25).
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KEEPING THE MORNING WATCH.
(Psalm 5:1-3; 88:13; 90:14.)

Ere thou ripeth from thy bed,

Spesk to God, Whose wings were spread
OFer thee In the helpless night;

Lo, He wakes thee now with light!

Lift thy burden and thy care

In the mighty arms of prayer,

Lopd, the newness of this day
Calls me to an antried way;
Tor me gladly take the road,
Give me strength to bear my load,
Tl wy gnfde aml helper he—
T will travel through with Thee.
—Henry Van Dyke,

By Robert D. Burbank,

President of Washington District Ep-
worth League.

“In the beginning, God."

These first four- words of the Bible,
taken by themselves, announce a fact
and form a motto that has a wide—
nay, & universal—application to life in
all its phases—physical, mental and
spiritual. As a motto, this phrase has
an especially significant application to
the unit of time by which human life
has always been measured-—the day;
for if God is given the beginning of
the day He provides strength lor the
hours of toil and faith for the shadows
of night. This thought also applies to
other units of time, especially the year,
and so the topic [or discussion at the
beginning of the year is the observ-
ance of the morning watch, which is
the practical application of this motto
to the daily life of the Christian.
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Morning Exercise.

Recently the mother of a Washington
man crossed the continent to visit the
son whom she had not seen for seven
Vears. “Why,. you look ten years
yvounger than you did whken wou left
home!"™ was her first surprised ex-
clamation.

“Yes, | am younger than T was then,”™
was his reply, to which he added the
explanation that for five years he had

of the day in taking physical exercises
and cold baths; and while other causes
may have contributed to his rejuvena-
tion, this was undoubtedly the principal
factor.

There can be no doubt that physical
exercises regularly and systematically
taken are necessary to the attainment
and maintainment of physical perfec-
tion, and doctors agree that the best
possible time for such exercises 18
early in the morning.

These exercises not only develop the

muscles, but aid ecirculation of the
blood, and strengthen the heart, the
lungs and all the other organs, and

thus promote the physical development
of the body.

The morning watch is the morning
spiritual exercise, and to the average
Christian it is as necessary to his
spiritual development as the morning
phyaical exercise is to the develop-
ment of the body of the average man
who spends his days working over a
desk and has no other opportunity for
exercise. The spiritual exercises con-
sist of praver, Bible study and medita-
tion and the regular and systematic
use of these exercises {s not only an
aid to spiritual development, but =&
necessity for splritual fullness and
completeness.

Many Christians seek to obtain their
apiritual development either by the
spasmodic use of these exercises or by
usging them at the end of the day, when
the body and mind are weary and the
soul's struggles of the day are past.
Such Christians look forward to the
Sabbath as the end of the Wweek, when
they may seek physical rest and spir-
itual refreshment, and they look for-
ward, also, to the evening of life as
the time for physical rest and aspiritual
growth and experiences. But how much
more sensible is the plan of taking the

J#pi~itdal "éxestisés’ in the morning, 8o

that before the day’s
is the harmouny with God that gives
the soul peace and the character poise,
and the consciousness of power that
comes from Invigorated life! And how
much better to regard the Sabbath as
the first day of the week, when we
secure spiritual invigoration in prepa-

struggles there

ration for the week to come! And
how much saner and wiser to seek
spiritual strength and vigor in the

morning of life, so that we shall de-
velop and achieve through life's strug-
gles, o= Moses praved, in the 90th
Psalm: "Oh, satisfy us in the morning
with Thy mercy;‘that we may rejoice
and be glad all our days.”
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History of the Morning Watch.

The idea of the morning watch is
not new, nor even modern. In the fifth
Psalm, David says: “Give ear to my
words, O Lord, consider my meditation.
Harken unto the voice of my cry, my
King and my God; for unto Thee do I
pray.
Thou hear my voice; in the morning
will I order my prayer unto Thee, and
will keep wateh.” In the 88th Psalm,
in the midst of his grievous complaint
to the Lord, the Psalmist declares:
“But unto Thee, O Lord, have I cried.
and in the morning shall my prayer
come before Thee.” Early morning
worship appears to have been a com-
mon practice from the beginning of
Jewish history, and, indeed, it is a fea-
ture of many of the religions since
the world began.

The idea of the regular daily prayer
and meditation early in the morning
is in entire accord with the example
and teaching of Christ, and the Chris-
tinns of the first century were com-
pelled to adopt the early morning hour
for their devotions, as a measure of
safety, and this became an established
practice of the church. Various ec-
clexiastienl organizations followed the
idea, and wvarious individuals of high
spiritual attzinment’ also. John Wes-
ley and the other Oxford boys who
joined with him in the systematic ob-
servance of the morning watch were
called “Methodists” in -derision, but

! ‘today historians acknowledge that the
been spending the first fifteen minutes

influence exerted by that band of men
saved England from the revolution
that wrought havoc in France.

Some fifteen vears ago Dr. John R.
Mott and other leaders of the student
volunteer movement projected the
comradeship that has come to be
known as the “world's morning watch,"”
but that comradeship contained ele-
ments of such wital importance that it
could not be confined to the ranks of
the student volunteers. Christians of
all classes felt their need of the same
ingpiration, and the morning watch
soon became a part of the life ok many
organizations. . Naturally, the young
people’s societies were among the first
to take it up, and the Epworth League
has felt its influence now for many
years. There are at present 1,676 mem-
hers enrolled in the central office of the
league, but thousands of leaguers all
over the world are keeping the mprn-
ing watch, and are growing and ‘“de-
veloping spiritually thereby.
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The Psalm.

There are three elements in the plan
of the morning watch, prayer, Bible
study and meditation. The necessity
for prayer in apiritual life and develop-
ment is unquestionable, and it Is a
significant fact that prayer is a part of
the life of every nation, and it has
been so since the world began. Prayer,
or communion with God, at the be-
ginning of the day sets the consclous-
ness of Goda resence coursing
through the veins of the spiritual body,
invigorates the whole spiritual life and
puts the conscience on guard against
the evils and temptations of the day.
Prayer at the morning hour has not
only a reflexive, but also an intensive,
power over our lives.. . .

Bible study is also a me “of

A thod
communion with God, for in the Bib

O Lord, in the morning shalt-

Varied Activities.

The Sunday evening specinl servieces
at the Takoma- Park Presbyterian
Church for December proved so nter-
esting that the Sunday evenings in
January have been given over io serv-
ives of like charater.

The schedule ls as follows: Tomeor-
row, President L. I). Bliss of the Blisa
Electrical School will lecture on “Step-
ping Stones to Success"; January 9,
Mme Mountford wiil tell of “The Shep-
herd Psalm,™ and oriental costumes and
tcurios exhiblted: January 16, Judge W,
F. Norrig will lecture on “The Flag
of Pence”; January 2% the stersopti-
con will be vsed in o talk about “Child
iife of the World”; January 30 the two
choirs will give “The Gospel in Song.”

The church will observe a week of
prayer commencing Wednesday, when
W. H. H_ Smith will lead; the next
night C. R Normandy will lead, and
the last night Edward Q. Knight will
be the leader. The services will open
at 8 and close at §:45 o'clock.
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The Christian Endeavor Soaclety of
Kendall Baptist Church will bold its
menthly consecration meeting tomor-
row evening at 6:45 o'clock. The tople
of the meeting will be “What 1s Conse-
cration™"  The leader will be Glenn C.
Hanson.
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The northeast and southeast division
of the Chris: Child Soclety, It is de-
clared, distributed gifts to over 300
families Christmas day. Each member
of the soclety is supposed to answer a
letter written by a poor child and te
generally send the gifts asked for. In
addition to the toys. clothing and
shoes given to needy families Charles
W. Semmes at Christmas contributed
candy, oranges and apples. Charles
Riordan and D. A, Edwards assisted in
the distribution of the gifts.
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In New York Avenue Presbyterian
Church tomorrow morning Dr.
cliffe, according to his custom on the
first Sunday of each year, will preach
I-in review of the past vear, the general
theme being *“The Historical Retro-

;ﬁ].lel.'t of 1915."

*

we find not only a text book, but also
a source of spiritual uplift. The in-
spiration of the Bible has no real
meaning or value to us except as the
| Bible inspires us, and if we come to
tit with seeking heartas we shall find
inspiration for all the tasks and prob-
lems of life, and the morning, when
the mind is fresh and the day's diffi-
culties are before us, is the logical
time to szeek for thils inspiration.

Meditation is not a popular exercise,
but it is a much needed one, never-
theless. A little time spent in self-
examination in the early morning may
save us from humiliation and wasted
hours later on. Meditation also gives
us another means of communion with
God, and It is good for us to think
about God and His providences and
our relation to Him and to our fellows,
for so we shall come closer to the
heart of the Infinite.

The pledge taken by those who en-
roll in the morning watch is very sim-
ple, and reads as follows:

“Trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ
for help, I will make it the rule of
my life to set apart at least fifteen
minutes every day, if possible in the
early morning, for qulet meditation,
Scripture reading and prayer”

The morning watch provides a defl-
nite, specific, systematic plan for the
exercises which are mnecessary for
spiritual growth and development, and
as the morning of life is the time when
we need spiritual vigor and strength
to meet the tests and tasks of our lives,
let us pray with Moses: “O, satisfy us
in the morning with Thy mercy: that
:: may rejoice and be glad all our
ya.

“Awake, my eoul, and with the sus
Thy nhliy B of duty run;
Shake off dull sloth and joyfal rise




